
BISON BULLETIN 

Village of Bensenville and Fenton High School Partner for Special Olympics 

On Thursday, February 25, representatives from the Village of Bensenville and Fenton staff members competed in a 
friendly game of basketball to help raise money for the Fenton High School Special Olympics basketball team. The event 
raised six hundred and fifty dollars to help support the team. At the end of the night, the Village emerged victorious by 
beating the Bison 49-48. 

Students attend Hispanic Leadership Conference  

Thirty Fenton High School students, most of whom are juniors, attended the Hispanic Leadership Conference at the Grand Sheraton 
Hotel in downtown Chicago in late February. Sponsored by the United Hispanic Leadership Institute, the purpose of the conference is 
to motivate students to do well in high school and make plans for their post-secondary lives, whether that is college or career.  
 
After listening to three speakers  - Denise Froham, an award winning poet, Ernie G, a comedian/ inspirational speaker, and Stefany 
Jacobo, Ms. US Latina—who told stories about where they came from and how they have achieved success, the students were able to 
attend a college and career fair where they spoke to college recruiters, financial aid counselors and representatives from several trades 
and career organizations. 
 
FHS Counselor Freddy Cano, who organizes the event each year, said that it is important for students to see people who look like them 
and encourage them to embrace their roots and be proud of their accomplishments. Fenton students also heard from speakers that you 
don’t have to be a straight A student to succeed in college. For many students, this was the first time they had ever spoken to a college 
recruiter or attended a college fair. Mr. Cano said, “Every year the speakers are powerful and provide a lasting message to our students. 
That’s why we go back.”  

35th USHLI National  
Conference Theme 

 

¡La Lucha Sigue! 
 

Core Values  
Never Lose! 



Happy March!  
 

While the weather during the past few weeks has looked more like April than February, I am sure you’re as glad as I am 
to turn the calendar to March.  
 

But our February was certainly one for celebrations. Fenton High School has a banner with the words “State-Bound” 
written on it that we ask students who will be participating in state competitions to proudly stand behind for photo ops.  
Over the course of the year we have sent representatives from extra-curricular activities as well as athletics to 
competitions from Peoria to Bloomington. Many have already been highlighted in previous Bison Bulletins but make 
sure you read on to see students from Chess, Speech Team and Wrestling holding their banners.  
 

Studies report that students in extracurricular activities and athletics have higher GPAs, better attendance and goal 
setting skills, enhanced time and team building skills, and better written and oral communication skills. Also, 
involvement in extracurricular activities and athletics have higher appeal to college admission staff by providing college 
recruiters an insight into a student’s interests and passion. 
 

On a serious note—In August 2015, Illinois passed Anne Marie’s law named for Anne Marie Blaha, who was an 11 
year-old Illinois student who committed suicide in 2013 after two classmates allegedly used fake “catfish” personals on 
social medial to persuade her to do so. 
 
As a result of her death, school boards across Illinois are being required to implement a suicide prevention and training 
policy in hopes that youth suicide rates decrease across the state. The legislation, Anne Marie’s Law, was enacted into 
law in 2015. Fenton High School is working with students and parents on suicide prevention. Please read the 
information in the following page and consider joining us for the important meeting on March 9 at 6:30 p.m.  

James Ongtengco 
Principal /Associate Superintendent  
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Parents are invited to Signs of Suicide®  Prevention Program 
The Signs of Suicide® (SOS) Prevention Program was developed to reduce the incidence of suicide among 
adolescents, and is unique in that it incorporates two prominent suicide prevention strategies into a single pro-
gram—a curriculum which aims to raise awareness and a brief screening for depression and other risk factors. 
The program is designed to: 
 
1. Decrease suicide and attempts by increasing knowledge and adaptive attitudes about depression 
2. Encourage individual help-seeking and help-seeking on behalf of a friend 
3. Reduce stigma: mental illness, like physical illness, requires treatment 
4. Engage parents and school staff as partners in prevention through gatekeeper education. 

Please join members of the counseling staff on March 9 at 6:30 p.m.as they will share the SOS Program and 
what it means to be a trusted adult. Dr. Jason Washburn from Alexian Brothers Behavioral Health will also 
discuss adolescent depression. 
 
In addition to this program, all freshmen students will watch a DVD about depression and the signs of suicide 
during Intro to Social Studies classes on the two days prior to spring break.  
 
If you have any questions about the SOS program, please contact  Peggy Mellenthin, School Social Worker at  
630-860-4921. 

Suicide is the second leading cause of death for youth between the ages of 11 and 18 
 

- Centers for Disease Control, 2015 
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Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) Parent Connection 
 

During the month of March, Fenton’s SEL program will focus on peer pressure and the issue of drug and alcohol abuse. According 
to the American Academy of Pediatrics, parents are the strongest influence on children’s decision-making about drugs, tobacco and 
alcohol use. As a parent, you have more influence than your child’s friends, music, the internet or celebrities. The Partnership for a 
Drug-Free America lists the following six parenting practices that research has shown to be effective in preventing teen drug abuse: 
 

 Build a warm and supportive relationship with your child 
 Be a good role model when it comes to drinking, taking medicine and handling stress 
 Know your child’s risk level 
 Know your child’s friends 
 Monitor, supervise and set boundaries 
 Have ongoing conversations and provide information about drugs and alcohol  
 
For more detailed information and advice on each of the above practices, please visit: www.drugfree.org/prevent. 

SAT plus Writing and PSAT 9/PSAT 10 Testing Details  

On April 5, 2017, Fenton High School students in grades 9-11 will take the following standardized tests during a 
modified school day schedule: 
 

  9th graders will take the Fenton-funded PSAT 9, which helps prepare them for the SAT 

 10th graders will take the Fenton-funded PSAT 10, which helps prepare them for the SAT 

 11th graders will take the state-funded SAT plus Writing (requirement for high school graduation) 
 
While seniors will not be in attendance on April 5, we ask students to use that day to prepare for the end of senior year 
by finishing up class work, projects or completing the 25 hours of community service required for graduation. 
 
On the morning of April 5, we will be serving a cold breakfast for students, but recommend that parents also provide a 
healthy breakfast that will enable students to concentrate for the duration of the test. Please help your child get at least 8 
hours of sleep the night before the test and encourage them to drink plenty of water the day of the test.  Healthy food, 
well-rested and hydrated students are the perfect combination for successful testing.   
 
The following chart shows the test and times for each grade level. Busing for all students will be available at the 
conclusion of the testing. Students with extended testing time accommodations will finish at approximately 12:30 p.m. 
and take the bus at that time. 
 
  

9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

PSAT 9 PSAT 10 SAT PlusWriting  
(IL requirement for graduation) 

Not in attendance 

8:00—11:30 a.m. 8:00—11:30 a.m. 8:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m.   

A safety note from Officer Nelson 
The State of Illinois requires that all vehicles stop for pedestrians in a crosswalk. Many students walk to and 
from Fenton High School and we have noticed that cars are not stopping for pedestrians at the three cross-
walks near the school - Ridgewood and Grove Avenues; Franzen Street and Grove Avenue; and Henderson 
Street and Grove Avenue. Please do your part to keep students safe. 
 

Parents - when dropping off your children off or picking them up from school, please be aware of students 
crossing and yield the right of way to them. Students - please be considerate of your fellow students that walk 
to school.  
 

Bensenville Police will be enforcing this law and violators could be issued citation, with a possible court ap-
pearance. 
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Guidance Department News 

 

Junior College Night, March 22  
Junior students and their parents are invited to attend Junior College Night on March 22 from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. in 
rooms 302/304. The evening will include information on the college search, financial aid, college options and more.  
 

Advanced Placement (AP) Testing 
Registration for AP testing has begun. Students have until March 18 to register and can do so at: 
 www.totalregistration.net/AP/140290.   
 

Fenton Community Scholarships are now open. Applications can be found on the counseling 
department page of the Fenton website and are due by April 5. 

 

Upcoming College Visits    
 

3/6  Illinois Institute of Technology 8:50 a.m. 
 
3/7  Concordia University   8:45 a.m. 
  Illinois College    9:30 a.m. 
 
3/9  Missouri Southern State University 11:10 a.m. 
 
3/13  Air Force ROTC IIT    11:10 a.m. 
 
3/21  Upper Iowa University   8:00 a.m. 
  Simpson College    10:20 a.m. 
  University of Wisc. Milwaukee 11:05 a.m. 
 

3/22  Bradley University  8:50 a.m. 
  DePaul University   1:40 pm. 

Teen Tech Week, March 7 – 11 
 

Fenton High School will host Teen Tech Week March 7 – 11 in the Community Room.  The goal is to provide a wide 

variety of hands-on experiences with technology during the week.  Circuits with conductive pens, 3D printing, 8 bit 

pixel art and a retro technology museum will be among the activities available to students.  

Fenton Hosts the  
Northern Illinois Mobile 
Food Bank, March 14  
 

On Tuesday, March 14, Fenton High School will 
host a Northern Illinois Mobile Food Bank from 
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. in the FHS cafeteria/
commons area. Anyone in the community who is 
in need is welcome to attend and receive nutritious 
food. 
 

It is recommended that guests bring a box or bag 
to collect food items. Please note that access to the 
building will not be available until 4:00 p.m.  

Fenton High School Music Department Presents…Spaghetti with a Song! 

 

When:     Sunday, March 12 
Time:    Doors open at 12:45 p.m. 
    Performances  1- 4p.m.              
Where:    Fenton High School Cafeteria         
Cost:       $8 per person 
 

Everyone is invited to enjoy:  
 hours of entertainment provided by the Fenton Choir students 
 a wonderful meal including salad, spaghetti with meatballs, 

dessert and coffee/lemonade 
 a variety of raffles 
 children’s games and activities  
  

Tickets can be purchased in advance or at the door, until 350 tickets are sold. For more information contact the Fenton Music 
Boosters at 630-337-4685 or fhsmusicboosters.president@gmail.com.  
 

Organizers are still accepting donations for raffle baskets and selling ads (personal/business) for an ad book. Please contact Susan 
Bruce at 630-337-4685 to donate or to ask questions. 
 

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT FENTON BAND AND CHOIR STUDENTS 

http://www.totalregistration.net/AP/140290


91st Annual Band and 
Choir Concert 7:00pm 
 
Bison Boosters 7:00 pm

 

 
 

Spaghetti with a 
Song  

Music Booster 
Fundraiser  

$8  
1 - 4:00 p.m.  

 

 
 
 

No School Spring Break  

MARCH 2017 
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Academic News  
 

Students in Technology (SIT) Conference  

On Saturday, February 11, Fenton students presented at the Students in Technology Conference hosted by Bensenville 
School District 2. The keynote speaker for the event was Fenton graduate, Max Dausch who is currently studying 
Computer Science at UIC.achieved the rank of Eagle 
Scout, was an Advanced Placement Scholar during his 
time at Fenton. 
 
Fenton High School presenters were: 
 Trisha Butz who presented the Fenton Footpaths project 

that is an interactive map of the school. Alumnus Max 
Dausch, who worked on the project last year, presented 
alongside her.  

 Joycelyn Mendoza, Anderson Funes Cano and Carl 
Chiovarie discussed leveraging Google Spreadsheets to 
create scatterplots and other graphs to better interpret 
and analyze data, and make predictions  

 
 
Fenton students visit the Auto Show 

For the seventh year in a row, Mr. Mark Drelicharz took his 
Applied Tech autos classes to the Chicago Auto Show.  The 
show offers students the opportunity to be exposed to cutting 
edge technology on newer model vehicles. This, coupled with 
the knowledge they gain in the course, will help them prepare 
for changes in technology for vehicles on which they will be 
working.  
 
 
 

Academic Team News 
On February 19, Fenton hosted the annual Masonic Academic Bowl Sectional Tournament. The Fenton Academic 
Team won its match against Argo High School but lost close games against Oak Park-River Forest, Fenwick, and St. 
Ignatius. Tossups were scored by Katie Bruce, Samantha Hoffman, Iram Hameeduddin, and Lexie Kiamco, with Julia 
Ganski and Carolynn Boatfield assisting on bonuses. And for the second year in a row, Katie Bruce was voted All-
Sectional honors for Scholastic Bowl. 
 

Band News 
The FHS Bands will host the 14th Annual Tri-District Band Festival on Tuesday, March 7 at 6:30 p.m. in the Lewis 
Huffman Auditorium. The festival is an opportunity for FHS, Blackhawk Middle School, and Wood Dale Junior High 
School bands to perform in a mock contest setting. This festival brings in three judges from the area that will critique 
each ensemble through recorded and written comments. In addition, a judge will provide oral comments live on stage 
during each 30 minute block of time.  The bands use this feedback as a benchmark to prepare for the spring contest 
season. This performance is free and open to the public. 
 
The Instrumental Solo & Ensemble Contest is Monday, March 20 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Each solo and ensemble 
performs  for a judge and then will receive a mini clinic of constructive comments from that judge. Students earn 
ratings and potentially medals for their performance. This event is free and open to the public. 
 
Band Camp 
The FHS Marching Bison Band Camp will be from July 31 – August 4.  The tentative times of band camp are as 
follows:  
 
8:00 a.m.-noon Monday-Friday 
1:30-4:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 
5:30-8:00 p.m. Thursday 
 

The family performance is Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m. 
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Athletic News 

Chess Team Competes at State 
The Fenton Chess Team placed 63rd out of 159 teams at the IHSA 
State Chess Tournament. The Chess team had victories over 
Schaumburg, Joliet Central, Peoria and Streamwood. Fenton earned 
the rank of 10th for class 3A. Arturo Alfaro earned All-State honors 
with a record of 6 wins and 1 draw. 
 
Speech Team member Nicole Rybak goes to State 
Junior Nicole Rybak competed at the IHSA Individual Speech State 
finals that were held on February 17 - 19 in Peoria. Nicole took 2nd in 
Radio Speaking at one of the toughest Sectional competitions in the 
state.  She missed the finals by only 5 points but will be back to 
compete next year!  Nicole is pictured with coach Nicole Hendricks.  
 

Individual Wrestler is State Bound 
Dylan Butts (pictured with Coach Hastings and Athletic Director Todd 
Becker) competed at the IHSA Individual State Wrestling Tournament 
on February 18 - 20 in Champaign and finished in the top 12 by going 
1-2! 
 

Wrestling Team is Regional Champion 
Congratulations to the wrestling team for winning the Regional 
championship on February 4. The Bison were led by individual 
champs Jeremy Piskorz, Angel Nava, Ryan Mencini, Kyle 
Higgins, Dylan Butts and Jesse Galeana. Kacper Piskorz, Ivan 
Rodriguez and Tim Wolf took second while Michael Bailon, 
Nova Bateman, Carlos Mercado, and Nikko Castaneda were also 
placers. 
 
 
The wrestling team finished its historic season with a competitive 45-24 loss to 2nd ranked Crystal Lake 
Central on February 21. Isaiah Brock, Michael Bailon and Angel Nava had pins for the Bison and Jeremy 
Piskorz and Ivan Rodriguez added victories. 
 
 

Honor Roll Breakfast x 2 
Over 740 students were recognized for first semester honor roll and high honor roll on February 16 and 23. Students, 
families, teachers and staff members gathered to honor students who have worked so hard on their academic 
achievements.  Congratulations to all! 
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Student News 

Students Pack Food for Feed my Starving Children 
 

Fifty-three students from Student Council, STUNT and Ignite spent their Presidents Day holiday in 
Schaumburg packing food for Feed my Starving Children. During the annual event, students helped pack food 
that will be sent to Swaziland, Africa. In all, Fenton students and the other volunteers packed 159 boxes that 
included 34,344 meals, which will feed 94 children for a year at a cost of $7,555.68. 
 

FHS teacher Annette Valente was thrilled with the student turnout for the event, “It makes me very proud that 
over 50 students would give up part of their day off to go to Feed My Starving Children to pack food. They 
truly understand that it is important to try to make a difference in this world.” 
 

Students from France enjoy Bison hospitality  

If you were a 15-year old boy visiting the United States from France, what do you think you would enjoy 
the most?  Probably the same things that François-Xavier Bagnol and Gabin Vernier said—pizza,  
hamburgers, French fries and seeing downtown Chicago, where there are skyscrapers.  
 
The two students, who attend a Catholic high school 
in Avignon, France have been welcomed with open 
arms to the Fenton family. Fenton students have in-
vited them over to play video games, eat authentic  
Mexican food and get to know their families. Dur-
ing the school day, Francois and Gabin spent time in 
classes perfecting their English speaking skills and 
learning about our educational system. The boys 
said that the Fenton teachers are friendlier than the 
teachers at their school, and they don’t have to stand 
up when the teacher enters the room. There were 
glad that they have been able to participate in pro-
jects and activities, and not just listening to teachers 
talk while they take notes. Their favorite class is 
physical education because they do not have gym 
class every day in France. 
 
After visiting for three weeks, Francois-Xavier and Gabin left for home on February 25, but not before tell-
ing their teacher Madame Behnke that they were going to sneak off the plane and stay! 

Gabin and Francois-Xavier 


