
BISON BULLETIN 

Boys Cross Country Team is Sectional Champion! 

Congratulations to the 
Boys Cross Country 
Team! For the first time 
in 15 years, and for the 
third time in school 
history, the Fenton High 
School Boys Cross 
Country team won the 
Class 2A Sectional 
Championship! 
 
The team competed in 
the state meet on 
Saturday, November 5. 
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Musicians Recognized by Illinois  
Music Educators Association 
 

The Illinois Music Educators Association announced the students 
selected to participate in the IMEA District 1 Concert Festival. This 
honor, based on an audition, is awarded to the most accomplished 
music students in the District 1 area. Fenton High School is proud to 
announce the following students were selected based on their audi-
tion this fall:  
 
IMEA Band  
Samantha Ward (Flute)  
 

IMEA Chorus  
Lauren Buena, Kayla Garza, Monika Nevarez, Nina Rauzi, Uma 

Shivde, Maddie Subach and Jacob Trzeciak 

Band News 
The Fenton High School Band will host its annual Holiday Band Concert on Tuesday, December 6th at 
7:00 PM in the Lewis-Huffman auditorium.  Highlights will include the Concert Band, Jazz Ensemble, 
Woodwind Quartet, and Symphonic Wind Ensemble performing works from Anderson, Holst,  
Handel, and Guaraldi, Basie. 
 

Music students head to Disney World 
Band and Choir students will perform at Disney world December 26-31at the Candlelight Processional 
(Choir) at Epcot Center, and at the Magic Kingdom Main Street Parade (Band).  Several faculty and 
staff are volunteering their time to accompany the Bands and Choirs on this trip. 



Dear Fenton families,  
  

It’s hard to believe that we are already talking about final exams, the end of the semester and winter break. The first 
semester was full of academic achievements, activities and athletic milestones that have been accomplished through the 
hard work and dedication of our students and staff members, and the support of our parents. 
 

We began the semester honoring over 700 students for their academic excellence in the classroom at our annual honor 
roll breakfast. These students achieved a 3.0 GPA or higher in the spring semester.  
 

During Homecoming Week, our halls were filled with Bison Pride that carried over into a win for our football team on 
Homecoming Night. What an exciting game! Our fall sports athletes accomplished great things, most notably our soccer 
team that was regional champions and our boys cross country team that brought home the first sectional championship in 
15 years. Our swimming and diving team members as well as our golf team also had great seasons. 
 

2016 marks the third year of our 1:1 initiative that provides Chromebooks for every student. On a daily basis, students use 
technology to do research and collaborate with their peers. The Chromebooks also ensure that our students have access to 
technology at home. 
 

As we come into finals week, I would like to ask parents to help their students be prepared for exam days by encouraging 
them to get a good night’s sleep, providing them with a healthy breakfast and making sure they have a quiet space in 
which to study.  
 

In closing, I would like to wish all our families a very happy holiday season. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

James Ongtengco 

Principal 
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Northern Illinois Mobile Food Pantry  
Sponsored by the Fenton High School Class of 1966  

January 11, 2017 
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. (or until supplies last)  

Fenton High School Cafeteria  
 

All families in need are invited to attend and receive a box of nutritious food. 
 

 

Final Exam Information  
Final exams will be held prior to winter break.  Here is a complete schedule of exam dates and times. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students are encouraged to begin studying for final exams early, utilize the resources in the ARC, and seek out assistance 

during Bison Time. During finals week, make sure you get enough sleep, eat healthy meals and review any work that is 

assigned in a quiet study space. 

 Wednesday 
December 14 

Thursday 
December 15 

Friday 
December 16 

7:00—7:50 a.m. 0 period  
Exam 

  

8:00—9:30 .a.m. 1st period  
Exam 

2nd period  
Exam 

8th period  
Exam 

9:40 -  11:10 a.m.  4th period  
Exam 

3rd period 
Exam 

7th period  
Exam 

11:35a.m.—12:55 p.m.  5th period  
Exam 

6th period  
Exam 
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Guidance Department News  

Course Selection for the 2017 - 2018 School Year  
During the week of December 5, counselors will provide information during Bison Time assemblies to all current Fenton 
students regarding course selection for the 2017 -18 school year. In the weeks following these assemblies, students will 
choose their courses and counselors will meet individually with students to finalize their selections. Parents with 
questions about the course selection process should contact their student’s counselor.   
 

 

Upcoming College Visits 
December 6—Quiroga College and US Marines at 9:30 a.m. 

English Class holds fishbowl discussions in ARC 
Three years ago, Sara Pahl was looking for a way to help her English students understand complex novels and plays 
in a way that would make the learning meaningful and interesting. It was then that she implemented a teaching strate-
gy known as a fishbowl conversation. Mrs. Pahl holds class in the school’s Academic Resource Center during the 
fishbowl discussions because the large space can accommodate the fishbowl and is more conducive to discussions. 
 
During a fishbowl, students form an inner circle and an outer circle. Students in the inner circle begin the discussion 
using Depth of Knowledge questions they posted to Schoology.com the night before the fishbowl. In the circle they 
are rooting ideas in the text, adding their opinions on topics, developing ideas further, critiquing others, developing 
arguments, synthesizing, and drawing conclusions from what they are discussing. Students also begin to explain how 
they came up with certain conclusions and go deeper into the discussion by connecting several pieces of the text. 
 
The students in the outer circle cannot talk, but they can tap themselves into the discussion by tapping on a student's 
shoulder in the middle and switching places with them.  Students discuss the book for a full period from bell to bell.   
 
Currently, students in Mrs. Pahl’s English Two class are talking about The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Re-
becca Skloot. The book can be challenging because it’s a work of non-fiction and has many technical terms that are 
new to students.  
 
Mr. Pahl has seen an improvement in student engagement and understanding because of the fishbowl discussions. She 
explained, “Rather than asking questions about what students read, I find this more enjoyable and so do the stu-
dents.  There are students that were not very interested in the novel, but now they are reading it because they want to 
participate. They also get a chance to learn from their classmates about what they are reading, so this helps compre-
hension. This is great for student choice and differentiation.” 
 
Mrs. Pahl has used this technique to teach Lord of the Flies and Romeo and Juliet, as well as The Immortal Life of 
Henrietta Lacks.”  
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Social Emotional Learning (SEL) Parent Connection  

During the month of December, Fenton’s SEL program will focus on respecting diversity and preventing 
discrimination. Students will receive information designed to prevent bullying and discrimination related to issues of 
diversity. Here are some expert tips to encourage cultural understanding and acceptance at home. For more information, 
please see the following website: http://www.pbs.org/parents/experts/archive/2009/02/teaching-children-about-divers.html  
 

 Examine your own prejudices and attitudes. Children quickly pick up on and replicate their  parents’ attitudes 
on important issues such as cultural diversity. According to diversity expert Dr. Christopher Metzler from Georgetown 
University, “If we are to teach our children to make decisions that are not based on stereotypes, then we must do the 
same.”  

 

 Explore cultural diversity at home and in the community. Talking about diversity, stereotyping and 
discrimination are important. Participating in culturally diverse activities expands the discussion to the level of action. 
Exposing teens to a wide range of diversity helps reduce prejudice and broadens horizons. 
 

 Listen and respond to their cultural experiences. Children encounter  a var iety of individuals of difference 
cultural backgrounds at school and in their communities. Identifying experiences of discrimination or prejudice 
children have experienced or participated in is the first step in correcting attitudes and mediating problem situations. 

 

Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) 
 

PBIS is a framework used by schools across the nation as a way to encourage positive behavior in students of all ages, and 
prevent school discipline issues that may disrupt the school learning environment.  
  
At Fenton High School, our PBIS program is called Be REAL, which stands for Be a Responsible, Engaged, 
Appropriate Learner. Since the program was established in 2010, we have seen great str ides regarding positive 
behavior. 
 
As part of the Be REAL program, students who are "caught" exhibiting the Be REAL behaviors outlined on the matrix in their 
handbook get stamps from staff in the student handbooks.  On Redemption Day, students can exchange the stamps they have received 
for raffle tickets they put in buckets for a specific prize. The first Redemption Day was November 16 during the lunch periods. Prizes 
included Fenton spirit wear, Cubs gear, a Target and Thornton gift cards, pizza with the principal, an iphone 4 case, tickets to Pack the 
Place and coloring books and pens. 
 
In lieu of prizes, students may also donate their stamps for food which FHS contributes to the 
local food pantry. Fourteen cans of food were donated by students. 

 

http://www.pbs.org/parents/experts/archive/2009/02/teaching-children-about-divers.html
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Classes resume 
January 4, 2017 
 
 
 

DECEMBER 2016 

W i  n  t  e  r B  r e  a  k  

W i  n  t  e  r B  r e  a  k  

F i n a l  E x a m s 
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Hour of Code is Coming to Fenton, December 5 - 9 | 
 

Fenton High School will join millions of students in over 180 countries and host its third annual Hour of Code from 
December 5-9. Students will receive an email during Bison Time to sign up for sessions. Please see Mr. Berago in the 
ARC for more information.  
 

Morning Session: 7:00 - 7:55am 
Afternoon Session: 3:30 - 4:30pm 

        Location:          Academic Resource Center 
 

What is the Hour of Code? 
The Hour of Code is a one-hour introduction to computer science, designed to demystify code and demonstrate that 
anybody can learn the basics. Visit this link for more information. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKIu9yen5nc 
 

Why computer science? 
Every student should have the opportunity to learn computer science. It helps nurture problem-solving skills, logic and 
creativity. By starting early, students will have a foundation for success in any 21st-century career path. Please visit 
code.org for more information.  
 

Students present Fenton Foot Paths at conference in Springfield 
During the 2015-2016 school year, four students in various applied technology classes, including engineering, 
coding and marketing, worked with Instructional Technology Coordinator Mike Berago on a technology pro-
ject aimed at creating an interactive map of the school that could be used by guests.  The project, called Fenton 
Foot Paths originated because of the significant construction that was completed in the school, which included 
changing the entire classroom numbering system. Students felt that it was the perfect time to develop the map 
that would assist visitors when navigating the school. 
 
For more than 5 months, the students created prototypes, wrote code and developed processes and ideas for the 
application of the map. 
 
Each year, students from around the state of Illinois present technology projects they have developed at the 
Capitol. It is a great time for state legislators to get a glimpse of what is happening in the schools, and have 
students present their ideas. 
 

In the spring, Fenton students presented their interactive map at Tech 2016 and got noticed by local legislators, 
as well as members from the Illinois Computing Educators (ICE) who asked Mr. Berago and the students to 
present at the 23rd Annual Illinois Education & Technology Conference. The three-day conference, held in 
Springfield on November 17 and 18, focused on technology integration strategies, engaging instructional prac-
tices, digital tools and resources, and emerg-
ing trends for teachers, administrators, and 
technology staff. 
 

Mr. Berago was thrilled that students present-
ed to this group of educators, “This puts  
Fenton High School on the map, and shows 
how capable students are of conceptualizing, 
developing and implementing a project that 
has great implications at Fenton, and for the 
larger community.” Student presenters were 
Jamie Minard, Trisha Butz and Rachel 
Matug. Teachers are Mark Scheldrup and 
Lauren Lemm. 
 

https://code.org/promote
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Fall Athletic Seasons Ends with Recognition  

2016 Fall  
All-Academic Athletes - 
Varsity Athletes with a 3.5 GPA 

Boys Cross Country  
Michael Lieggi 
Bryn Medina 
 

Football 
Jeffrey Andrews 
Kyle Cacioppo 
Anthony Cantarelli 
Kyle Higgins 
Jeffrey Jakalski 
Carlos Mercado 
Ivan Rodriguez 
Timothy Wolf 
 

Golf 
Marcus Astorga 
Andrew Hill 
Marco Faraone 
 
 

Girls Cross Country  
Charity Bullils 
Natalie Hernandez 
Natalie Le 
Jessica McCauley 
Jacqueline Ponce 
Alyssa Silva 
 

Girls Swimming 
Cassidy Feddersen 
Agnieszka Gasior 
Angelina Giuliano 
Emily Jarecki 
Amanda Tazbazian 
Alexandra Zimbrakos 

Boys Soccer 
Johnathan Chavez 
Pawel Jakubowicz 
Julio Pelaez 
Bernard Plawinski 
Eryk Plawinski 
Yannis Rigas 
Alexis Rodriguez 
Edgar Tamez 
 
Girls Volleyball  
Melinda Boehm 
Victoria Krzyszkowski 
Agata Kukielko 
Mary Lombardi 
Paulina Milanowski 
Mackenzie Miller 
Magdalena Rusiecka 
Natalia Skop 
Katarzyna Zalewska 
 

Dance Force 
Faith Bullis 
Sara Hrisova 
Rachel Matug 
Jocelyn Ramirez 
Marisa Santore 
Yahira Valdeolivar 
Giselle Vargas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 Fall  
All-Conference Athletes 
Criteria is based on MSC bylaws and 
varies by sport based on team’s 
conference finish  
 

Boys Cross Country 
Jeremy Lodewyck  
Christian Sanchez 
Jose Vazquez-Perez 
 

Football 
Dylan Butts 
Carlos Mercado 
Kyle Cacioppo 
 
 

Boys Soccer 
Angel Barriga 
Geraldo Lopez 
Abel Carrera 
Alioune Mbaye  
 

Girls Volleyball  
Paulina Milanowski  
 

Boys Golf 
Andrew Hill  
 
 

Girls Swimming and Diving 
Cassidy Feddersen 
 

Daily Herald First Team: 
Angel Barriga 
Honorable Mention: Gerardo Lopez 
 

Club News 
Speech Team 
The FHS speech team has had a great start to the year. Congratulations to the following students for their exemplary 
performances during recent competitions: 

 
Monica Nevarez and Fernando Sanchez—first place in dramatic duet acting 
Jordan Blanche—first place in extemporaneous speaking 
Malien Tingpalpong—first place in original oratory 
Aitanna Nadala—first place in poetry and first place in prose reading 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Chess Team 
In its first home match of the year, the FHS Chess Team beat Marmion 
68-0. In other action, the team beat Plainfield 41-27. Congratulations to 
all team members! 
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Art Department  

On Tuesday, November 15, the Wood Dale Library Art Show winners were announced during an evening reception at the 
library. Congratulations to the following Fenton art students:  

Order your Yearbook Today! 
 
The Fenton Yearbook staff is trying something new this year by asking families to order yearbooks 
by January 13, 2017. 
 
To purchase your yearbook, visit yearbookforever,com, enter Fenton High School and pay with a credit card, 
debit card or PayPal account. Each yearbook costs $55.00.  
 
If you have any questions, contact Ms. Ciupuliga at ciupuliga@fenton100.org. 

2D  
1st place –  Isabella Wielga  
2nd place – Jesus Amador  
3rd place –  Joanna Toledo  
 

AP Art 
1st place –  Julia Zawitkowska  
2nd place – Guadalupe Sosa  
3rd place – Edward Hodges  
 

Ceramics 
1st place –  Angelina Giuliano  
2nd place – Elma Jaimes  
3rd place – Kelly Kean  
 

Drawing 
1st place –  Felipe Segura  
2nd place – Wendy Toledo  
3rd place – Abigail Swanson  
 

Cartooning  
1st place – Cassie Smith  
2nd place – Monserrat Estrada  
3rd place – Monserrat Estrada  

Jewelry 
1st place –  Alex Postelnick  
2nd place – Keihara Coleman  
3rd place – Viri Juan Flores  
 

Sculpture 
1st place – Nikki Hernandez  
2nd place – Andrea Sanchez  
3rd place – Alexis Mendoza  
 

Group Recognition Certificate 
Sculpture – “Umbrella Woman 
Alondra Gonzalez 
Emily Fielitz Madero 
Jimmy Deckert 
Neo Ramirez  
Calvin Sanchez 

Fenton Student Council Blood Drive a Success  
Despite a fire drill in the middle of the day that kept several students and 
staff members from donating blood, the Student Council Blood Drive 
benefitting the Heartland Blood Centers still managed to get more 
donations on Tuesday, November 10 than last year with a total of 62. The 
Student Council is grateful to all who participated and gave the gift of 
life.   

mailto:ciupuliga@fenton100.org

