
Fenton High School Presents, The Election   

The Fenton Drama Department is proud to present, The Election on October 13, 14 and 15 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Lewis-Huffman Auditorium at Fenton. Tickets are five dollars and can be purchased at the door.  
 
The play, written by Don Zolidas tells the story of high school Mark Davenport and his journey to be 
the next student body president. Mark is certain he will cruise to victory in a special election after the 
current president resigns in disgrace. Mark’s only opponent is nerdy Christy Martin, who wants to 
eliminate football. But when a mysterious Super PAC gives her an unlimited budget, things start to 
heat up. Mark is forced to accept the services of a slick professional campaign manager with 
questionable ethics and a million-dollar Super PAC of his own. A hilarious and timely satire on the 
contemporary political scene. Mark your calendar for Fenton’s production which promises to be a 
wonderful evening of entertainment. 
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Students Volunteer for Feed My Starving Children 

On September 17, Fenton High School students volunteered their 
time to pack meals with Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) that will 
eventually make their way overseas to help alleviate child hunger in 
some of the most impoverished places on earth. 
 

The students packed 504 boxes with 108,864 meals that will feed 
298 needy children fed for one year. 
 

In an email to Fenton after the event, a representative from Feed My 
Starving Children wrote, “Your volunteers were AMAZING! We 
were shocked to see the turnout - there must have been 60-70  
Fenton High School students.  I received many compliments on how 
respectful they were.  Their energy and enthusiasm did not go  
unnoticed.” 
 

With the input of scientists from major food companies in the Twin 
Cities area—including Cargill and General Mills—FMSC developed 
MannaPackRice, a formula consisting of: 
 

1.   Rice, the most widely accepted grain around the world. 
2.   Extruded soy nuggets, providing maximum protein at lowest cost. 
3.   Vitamins, minerals and a vegetarian flavoring to give growing 
children the critical nutritional elements they need. 
4.   Dehydrated vegetables for flavor and nutrition. 

 

We are proud of the efforts from our student volunteers who  

embodied Bison Pride! 

Fenton High School and Jewel Food Stores  
will host a mobile food pantry on  

Wednesday, October 19 from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
In Fenton’s main parking lot.  



Dear Fenton Families,  
 
In high schools all over the nation, students are given the opportunity to take Advanced Placement (AP) classes, which 
offer college-level curricula and examinations. When students take these classes, and score well on the AP exams, 
American colleges and universities may grant placement and course credit to them. For students, this can translate into 
earned credits at colleges or universities, and money saved on tuition.  
 

Over the last four years Fenton’s school-wide focus has been to prepare our students for their post-secondary life, 
whether they choose college, career or military service. Part of that focus has been to encourage more students to tackle 
AP level coursework within the supportive environment of Fenton High School. 
 

We are proud to share the data collected since 2012 that illustrates the steady growth of students enrolling in AP courses 
and taking AP exams, as well as the increase in AP exam scores. Throughout the 2016-2017 school year, we will 
continue to focus our efforts on Equal Opportunity Schools (EOS) which helps identify students with AP potential and 
encourages them to enroll in AP level courses in content areas that are of high interest to them.  
 

The progress we have seen in our students was made possible through the efforts of our AP teachers, guidance 
counselors, and EOS outreach team who continue to encourage students who are capable of taking on the challenges of 
AP course work.  

The graph below shows five years of data illustrating the change in the percentage of AP students with scores of 3 or 
higher, next to a table that provides the overall total exams, total unique students and both the number and percentage of 
AP students with one or more scores of 3 or higher.  

With Bison Pride, 

James Ongtengco 
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Five-Year  
School Summary  2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

Total AP Students 197 206 174 203 254 

AP Exams taken 352 334 286 339 433 

AP Students Scoring 3+ 136 139 118 133 154 

Percent of Students Scoring 3+ 69% 67.5% 67.8% 65.5% 60.6% 

The Equal Opportunity Schools (EOS) initiative helps us identify students with AP potential 
who historically had not taken AP level courses. The increase in total AP Students enrolled and 

taking AP exams is encouraging. 

Five-Year Advanced Placement School Summary 
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Parent - Teacher Conferences for the fall semester will be held on Thursday, October 20 from 12:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. A 
letter containing an activation code will be mailed to all Fenton families by October 11. 
 

The Fenton online appointment system, Power PTC, will open on Thursday, October 11 at 9:00 a.m. and close on 
Monday, October 17 at 3:00 p.m. To schedule conferences, please visit the Fenton website at www.fenton100.org and 
access Power PTC by clicking on Parent/Teacher Conference Sign-Up. For assistance, please call Mrs. Brown at 630-
860-6251.  

 

Tenemos las conferencias de Padres y Maestros jueves, el 20 de octubre desde las 12:30 p.m. hasta las  
8:00 p.m. Familias deberían recibir una  carta  de Fenton High School antes del 6 de octubre, que contiene el código 
personal para activar su horario.  Para programar sus conferencias con PowerPTC, nuestro sistema de programar 
conferencias en línea, vaya a nuestra página en línea www.fenton100.org y haga clic en “Parent /Teacher Conference 
Signup” al lado izquierdo de la página web de Fenton.  Para sus conferencias ofrecemos traductores españoes para los que 
necesiten ayuda. Si necesita ayuda con el proceso, favor de llamar al 630-860-6251.  

Senior Citizens Invited to a Free Matinee Performance of  
The Election 
An exclusive matinee performance of The Election will be performed for Bensenville and Wood Dale senior citizens on Saturday, 
October 15 at 1 p.m. There is no admission charge and light refreshments will be served during intermission. Senior citizens 
interested in attending can make reservations by calling 630-860-8620.  Please leave a message with your name, phone number and 
the number of people in your party by October 10.  
 
There will be 3 additional performances on October 13, 14 and 15 at 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium.  Tickets are $5 each. 

Yearbook Orders are being accepted through January 13 
Order your 2016-2017 yearbook now! To purchase, go to yearbookforever.com and enter Fenton High School. You must 
use a debit or credit card, or a PayPal account. For more information, contact Ms. Ciupuliga ciupuliga@fenton100.org  or 
Mr. Cain at cain@fenton100.org.  

Students in Architecture 1 and 2, as well as Digital 
Photography traveled to Lake Geneva where their 
assignment was to photograph architecture with a 
depth of field. Students boarded a boat at the  
Riviera, which provided them with the opportunity 
to photograph homes that had both historical and  
architectural significance. 

During teacher institute days before the start of school, the DuPage Credit 
Union gave teachers notepads. Graphics teacher Lauren Lemm noticed a 
place at the bottom of the pad where teachers could sign-up to win a con-
test. Fast forward 4 weeks -Mrs. Lemm got a call from the DuPage Credit 
Union saying that she was the winner of 5 iPad Air 2’s!   
 

Mrs. Lemm and her students will be using an app on the iPads that allow 
them to draw on the screen and send the images to the computer to print. 
Graphics students will be able to design digitally rather than on paper and 
pencil and use their personal designs on a shirt or a glass/mirror. 
 

Fenton High School is grateful to the DuPage Credit Union!  
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Three years ago, Algebra I teachers Peter Carzoli and Jim Siple began talking about a way to deliver Algebra lessons 
using alternative instructional strategies. Enter Khan Academy, which has had a powerful academic impact on student 
learning. 
 
Salman Khan launched Khan Academy in 2005 after the YouTube videos he had created to help his cousins master 
Algebra were viewed by students all over the world. He began to get thank you notes from viewers and he knew he could 
use his talent to promote skill mastery in many subject areas.  
 
Many schools use Khan Academy but it is often for assigning problems 
only. Mr. Carzoli and Mr. Siple are using the technology available 
through Khan to deliver a mastery learning curriculum, meaning that 
students have as much time and as many attempts necessary to be 
successful.  Mr. Carzoli likens mastery learning to secret sauce, “The 
idea has been around for nearly a century but technology in the one-to-
one environment makes mastery learning possible in the traditional 
classroom." 
 
While teachers direct the curriculum and the pacing of class, as well as 
recommend problems within Khan that would be beneficial, students 
work more independently on their own Algebra 1 curriculum pathway.  
“We have found that students learn more when they are actually doing 
the work instead of watching us do problems over and over and over. 
When we introduce material and let them work, that’s when the learning occurs,” said Mr. Siple. In addition, he points 
out, students are more engaged, “They’re on task. When class starts students have already opened their Chromebooks and 
are working in Khan Academy - we have to tell kids to stop working and listen to the daily lesson – what a great problem 
to have!” 
 
 
The program is structured in such a way that students must get 5 correct problems in a row to get any credit. Once students 
do, they must complete three mastery quizzes over the course of the next couple days in order to move toward mastery.  
Along the way, students conference with Mr. Carzoli and Mr. Siple to seek guidance and clarification. 
 
Khan Academy also functions as another homework manager.  When students open their Chrome Books, they each get the 
problem they need at their skill level - not the same problem as the other students in class. Khan differentiates 
automatically, giving instant feedback and a unique experience. 
 
Student engagement in Algebra 1 and shifted instructional practices have paid off.  The Measures of Academic Progress 
(MAP) test is given twice per year and measures how much students have grown academically. Each year, it is expected 
that students will grow 2-3 points in Algebra. The progress students have made since implementation (shown in the table 
below) has been astounding, and is likely to continue.  
 

 

Growth 2014 2015 

Expected 2-3 point 2-3 points 

Historical 2.7 points 2.7 points 

Actual 3.7 points 8.4 points 



 
 
 

29 
GS&D A R-B JV/V 9am 
BCC H Sectionals V 10am  
GCC H Sectionals V 11am  
FB First Round V TBA  
BSOC A Sectionals V TBA  
 

OCTOBER 2016 

FHS Drama The Election 7:00 pm 

Fenton Drama Department presents 
The Election 

October 13, 14, and 15 
7:00 p.m. 

Tickets are $5 at the door 
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Health Office Reminder to parents of Freshmen and Seniors 
 

At Fenton High School, it is important for students to be in attendance every day. We want to remind parents 
of freshmen students that physical and immunization forms are due into the health office no later than 
Monday, October 17, 2016. In addition, all students 
entering 12th grade are required to have proof of receiving 
the meningitis vaccine (MCV4) by October 17.  As 
mandated by state law, students will be excluded from 
school if the proper paperwork is not received.  
 
Over the last several weeks, the health office sent letters to 
families whose paperwork has not been submitted to the 
office. 
 
Please note, the State of Illinois recently updated the 
Certificate of Child Health Examination form, and will 
only accept those dated 2/13 and 11/15 until December 
2016.  Please be sure your physician uses the forms that 
can be accepted by Fenton’s health office.   
 
If you have a religious objection to examinations and/or immunizations, the State of Illinois requires that the 
Illinois Certificate of Religious Objection form be completed by you and your physician.   
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Jill Wisnewski, RN at 630-860-4941. 
 
 

Homecoming Week Activities! 

Homecoming 2016 activities kicked off with Pajama Day on Monday. Hooded character pajamas and flannel bottoms were 
the most popular styles. On Tuesday, fans of all Chicago sports showed off their team spirit by wearing their favorite team 
jerseys. While there were lots of Cubs t-shirts, most of the jerseys were Blackhawks. The rain came pouring down on 
Wednesday and it was a good day to wear black. On Thursday twins were all the rage with BFF’s dressing alike. Friday is 
traditionally Orange and Blue day and this week did not disappoint. Bison pride could be seen throughout the hallways! 
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Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) Parent Connection  

 

After focusing on career goals during the month of September, the SEL program now turns its focus to how our students’ 
current actions can affect their long-term goals. This concept can be hard to grasp for teens, and psychologists have 
discovered a biological reason why. The teen brain has an immature frontal cortex, the area that controls decision-making 
and long-range planning. Until this part of the brain matures (around age 25), teens are more likely to act on impulse and 
less likely to consider the consequences of their actions. However, this doesn’t “mean that young people can’t make good 
decisions or tell the difference between right and wrong…or be held responsible for their actions. But an awareness of 
these differences can help parents and teachers understand, anticipate, and manage the behavior of 
adolescents” (American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry).  
  

To assist our students and protect them from the potential negative consequences of their immaturity, we as parents and 
teachers can help educate them in certain areas. Two areas related to career goals include our students’ internet presence 
and their high school grade point average (GPA). Sadly, some studies suggest that 20% of teen girls aged 13-16 have 
“electronically sent, or posted online, nude or semi-nude images of themselves” (National Campaign to Prevent Teen and 
Unplanned Pregnancy). Talking to both female and male teens about their presence online can prevent these kinds of 
behaviors; it is suggested that parents inform their children that anything they post online or send electronically will last 
forever, even if they attempt to delete it. College admissions officers and future employers are very savvy at finding such 
information.   
 
Another area of teens’ lives that will affect their future careers is their GPA. According to Peterson’s, which provides 
career and college planning resources, “Many colleges set a 3.0 as a baseline for freshman and transfer admission, though 
they might still consider students with lower GPAs. What you need to realize is that nationally, maintaining a B average 
has become routine. As you climb up the college selectivity ladder, you will find colleges expecting the B as a minimum 
GPA, and then evaluating thousands of applications from students with B+, A–, and A averages.” Teens need to be 
reminded of the future impact of their current study habits and decisions related to schoolwork, and sharing this type of 
information during a calm, non-confrontational conversation can be a great start. Until next month, stay healthy! 
 
 

For more information, visit http://bit.ly/studentsel or contact Melissa To at to@fenton100.org 

Fenton students and staff join BWell Bensenville 
 

On Saturday, September 17, Fenton High School students and staff members participated in the BWell Bensenville walk-
a-thon. Many walked the 2.7 miles from the Park District to Redmond Park, while others greeted walkers at the FHS 
booth where participants could register to win a $50 Whole Foods gift card and get fitness tips.   
 
Fenton Community High School Wellness Committee seeks to enhance the health of all school personnel, students, and 
community members through programs, education, and policies that promote a healthy environment. 
 
The Wellness Committee is a team of staff members and students joined together; 
1. To promote an increase in health knowledge and awareness; 
2. To motivate healthy lifestyle changes; 
3. To encourage participation and supporting overall wellness; and  
4. For socialization and relationship building. 
 

http://bit.ly/studentsel
mailto:to@fenton100.org
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Music Department News  
 

IMEA Auditions, October 11  
On Tuesday, October11, band and choir students will audition for the Illinois Music Educators Association (IMEA)  
District 1 festival. After the audition, only the best musicians are chosen to participate in the district festival.  
 
 

Swing Choir Selected  
Over 113 students attended try-outs for the Fenton High School Swing Choir. Congratulations to the following students 
who were selected: Aldama, Briana; Anwar, Sheeza; Aristakessian, Robert; Aristakessian, Victoria; Babich, Katie; Blanche, 
Ricky; Bozeman, Angelica; Buena, Lauren; Cardenas, Laisha; Carillo, Nico; Cisneros, Giovanna; Dal, Brendon; Davila, Alondra; 
DiFatta, Kaitlyn; DiFatta, Sammy; Gadomski, Lauren; Garcia, Andrea; Garza, Kayla; Gurin, Jordan; Harvey, Tishja; Huerta, Litzy; 
Idelman, Karsen; Jalowiec, Maggie; Jobe, Megan; Kashif, Adam; Kiamco, Lexie; Klepacki, Aleksandra; Kosmach, Sadie; 
Kotomski, Maciej; Kuchlewski, Anita; Lozada, Carlos; Markowski, Adrian; Mathew, Daniel; Matuszewski, Hanna; Mendoza, Alan; 
Mojsiewicz, Patrycja; Murphy, Zach; Naseer, Rimsha; Nevarez, Monika; Nunez, Daniel; O'Donnell, Kirby; Olson, Ashley; 
Panicola, Dominick; Patel, Ayush; Patterson, Emily; Perry, Dale; Radziwonski, Kathryn; Rago, Louis; Rago, Gabriella; Rauzi, 
Nina; Reyes, Melissa; Reyes, Nicole; Ripperger, Evan; Rivera, Nataly; Shivde, Uma; Smith, Danielle; Santore, Matthew; Sofineti, 
Ann; Subach, Abby; Subach, Maddie; Swallow, Judah; Thang, Kimberly; Trzeciak, Jacob; Trzmielewski, Kelly; Trzmielewski, 
Emily; Valdeolivar, Yahira; Varela, Oscar; Zawitkowska, Karolina; Zepeda, Abel. The Fenton Swing Choir is under the direction of 
Mrs. Williams. 
 
 

Tri-M Music Honor Society  
*Briana Aldama, *Sheeza Anwar, Veronica Aristakessian, Lauren Buena, Alondra Davila, Kaitlyn DiFatta, 
Danielle Ferbrache, Gabriela Figueroa, Lauren Gadomski, Dulce Garcia, Kayla Garza, Karsen Idelman, Matt Kotomski, 
Katrina Krebasch, Anita Kuchlewski, Adrian Markowski, Christina Morales, Monika Nevarez, 
Ashley Olson, Emily Patterson, Jaqueline Ponce, Kathryn Radziwonski, *Gabriella Rago, *Nina Rauzi, Melissa Reyes, 
Evan Ripperger, Galilea Rivera, Uma Shivde, Alyssa Silva, Danielle Smith, Damian Solis 
*Madeleine Subach 
 
* denotes officers 

Fenton High School Joins O’Hare Noise Compatibility Commission 
 

The Commission recently celebrated 20 years and contin-
ues its commitment to mitigate and abate aircraft noise in 
the communities surrounding O’Hare International Airport.  
 

Fenton High School was one of the first 10 schools to be 
sound insulated under the O’Hare School Sound Insulation 
Program.  Twenty years later, there are now 124 schools 
that have been sound insulated through the program. 
 

Board of Education President Mary Ribando, who serves as 
Fenton’s representative on the Commission, believes mem-
bership benefits the Fenton community, “As part of the 
ONCC, Fenton High School will have representation with 
other commission members to ensure the continuing safety 
of our students and staff. Our membership also allows the 
District to receive future available funding to be used for 
additional sound insulation.”  
 

 


